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3 Levels + 1 room =
A Successful Learning Environment for All

3 Steps of TPRS

· Vocab/structure

· establish meaning through translation, gestures

· use vocab/structure in personalized questions and answers

· Story

· ask a story using questions to circle the target vocab/structures

· Reading

· establish meaning in a paragraph

· circle the target vocab/structures using questions

Multi-Level PQA
(Personalized Questions and Answers)

· Vary level of questions.

· Go to high levels first with original questions.

· Then go to lower level with the same questions.

· Vary speed of speech.

· Slower speed for lower levels.

· Medium speed for medium levels.

· Faster speed for advanced students.

Circling 
(Targeting structures through questions)

· Is it a cat or a dog?

· (given to a lower ability student)

· What is the cat’s name?


· (given to a low to medium ability student)

· What color is the cat?

· (given to a medium ability student)

· Why is the cat sitting on the mouse’s head?

· (given to a medium to high ability student)

· What will the cat do if the mouse sneezes?

· (given to a high ability student)

· Why do we say the mouse “sneezes” instead of “sneeze”?

· (given to a high ability student)

Multi-level Vocab Quizzes

· Total of 20 target language words to English translations.

· level 2 writes the answers to 10

· level 3 writes the answers to 15

· level 4 writes the answers to 20

· High-achieving students can fill them all out, just to show themselves (and me!) that they know them all.

Multi-level Writing

· Target grammar

· level 1

· adjective/noun agreement

· adjective placement

· level 2

· subject verb agreement

· present/past tense

· level 3

· transitional words

· conditional sentences

Multi-level Reading

· Free Voluntary Reading

· Students choose books that they feel comfortable with.

· More advanced students are free to choose materials that are at their level.

· Different colored dots can help students quickly identify general reading levels of books.

· Reading A-Z  http://www.readinga-z.com
More about TPRS

http://www.tpr-world.com 


Dr. James Asher

http://www.tprstories.com


Karen Rowan

http://www.blaineraytprs.com

Blaine Ray
http://www.susangrosstprs.com

Susan Gross
http://www.tprstorytelling.com

Carol Gaab

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/moretprs

Date: Thu, 31 Mar 2005 13:11:47 -0800 (PST)

From: Blaine Ray 

Subject: multi level classes   VERY INTERESTING

I am very hopeful more people will try multi-level classes.  I think we have some amazing numbers here to support this.  Meredith Richmond at East High in Denver did the experiment this year.  She had 85 kids that wanted to take the class.  She limited it to 35.  She had students from each level.

East High is a TPRS school.  They have been since 97.   They don't hire non-TPRS teachers.  Meredith had her multi-level kids do a timed writing at semester.  She compared those kids to comparable TPRS kids of the same level.  We will have more numbers later,  but here are the first numbers we have from her experiment.

The Homogeneous level on class had an average of 28.5 words on the timed writing and an accuracy score of 1.1.  (They used Joe Neilson's six-point accuracy scale modeled after the AP scale.)  

The multi-level first year kids averaged 62.75 words.  Here they averaged more than twice the number of words than the other first year kids.

The multi-level kids had an accuracy average of 2.25.  These kids had an accuracy level that was almost equal to the second year kids.

The Level 2 Homogeneous had 56.8 words.  (Not as high as the level one multi-level.)  They had an accuracy score of 2.4.  (Slightly higher than the level one multi-level class.)  The level two multi-level kids had an average score or 84.5 words and an accuracy score of 4.  (Again this was much higher than the Homogeneous class in both areas.)

The 3rd year Homogeneous class had an average of 64.29 words.  (Not quite as high as the level one multi-level.)  Their accuracy was 3.6.  The 3rd year multi-level kids wrote an average of 90.87 words with an accuracy level of 4.3.  (Once again the multi-level kids came out ahead.)

The 4th year Homogeneous kids had an average of 101 words and an accuracy score of 3.7.  (Note that the level 3 multi-level kids were more accurate than the Homogeneous level four kids.)  The multi-level kids had an average number of 132.6 words and an accuracy score of 4.8.

In every year, the multi-level class scored higher in both the number of words and the accuracy.  The most impressive gains were from the first year kids in my opinion.

It is interesting that according to Meredith, the biggest challenge is keeping the level one kids happy.  They feel the class is too tough for them.  Meredith even thought of not doing level one next year.  Yet if we look at the numbers, the level one kids are the big winners.  This is another example of how we teach for June.  When it is all said and done, what we do shows the biggest gains at the end of the year.

It is my opinion that multi-level teaching is the best way to learn a second language in school for motivated kids.

There of course could be other explanations for the success of the East High project.  We just don't know that yet.  But the early numbers show great promise.

Blaine 

