Packing a suitcase activity


This is not really a full-blown activity, but ideas for how to pack a suitcase in class.  You can use it in many ways, but here is an idea of what I’m doing with it.


I made a copy of the suitcase for each student and then, using TPR, they folded (don’t cut!) it in half, opened the suitcase, closed the suitcase, put the suitcase on their desk, put it on the floor, put it on their head, etc.  Then I gave them one of the sheets with pictures on them.  (You don’t have to use all the sheets, and you can certainly move the pictures around for your own purposes and pick up the ones you think are most important for your class/text.  I’m using this many because we are going on a pretend “trip” and they get to choose 10 of these items to put in their suitcase.  Next week, when we are on the “trip,” they will draw out a problem each day and what happens to them will depend on whether they chose the right things to put in their suitcase or not.  For example, “The sun is really bright today.  If you didn’t pack sunglasses, buy new ones for $20.”)


Each student had a pair of scissors and we did TPR with cutting out the various items, and then putting them on the suitcase, in the suitcase, on the desk, on the floor, etc.  I also asked questions about where different items were located at that time and whether or not that particular item was something they thought they would need to travel to various locations.


If you wanted to, you could use the items first and then bring the suitcase part in later after they know all the items.  You can have the kids color the items and then talk about who has a pink bikini and who has a purple umbrella.  With most of the clothing items, and especially the jewelry (oh, and that one weird one next to the ring is an earring), you can talk about who is wearing what and who isn’t, what colors things are, sizes of shoes, etc.  You could put them up on the board (my board is magnetic and in the craft area of Wal-Mart they have these little round magnets fairly cheap) and then have students walk to the board and touch them and move them around.  Put them in a grid of 3 x 3 and then talk about which one is in the first row, the middle row or the last row.  You can have them line them up in the order you say.  You can ask true false questions about where things are located (above, below, to the right, to the left).


Hopefully there are some ideas here for you.
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